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valuable to him when he adopted the profession in which he
was destined to rise to so eminent a place. It was in 1887
that, reading with the late Sir John Lawson Walton, he was
called to the Bar at the Middle Temple. After a certain
experience of County Court work, he quickly made his way
into the foremost rank of the Junior Bar, and in 1898,
only eleven years after he was called, he was appointed a
Q.C. From this point his career was extraordinary in its
rapidity. At first his work as a leader lay chiefly in the
Commercial Court, where the late Mr. Justice Walton, then
the leader of the Court, was his principal opponent. It
was in 1900, when Sir Edward Carson's appointment as
Solicitor-General occasioned his withdrawal from the
ordinary work of the Courts, that the new Lord Chief
Justice leapt into that commanding position at the Bar
which he showed he was so well qualified to hold. His
Parliamentary career began in 1904, when he was returned
for Reading, the constituency for which he has continued to
sit. His first appointment as a Law Officer was in the early
part of 1910 when, upon the promotion of Sir Samuel Evans
to the presidency of the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty
Division, he became Solicitor-General. Some six months
later, upon the appointment of Sir William Robson as Lord
of Appeal in Ordinary, he succeeded to the Attorney-General-
ship, his tenure of which will always be notable because he
was the first occupant of the office to be made a Cabinet
Minister.

" These are the main facts of the new Lord Chief Justice's
career. The qualities by which he has gained so high a
place in the most competitive calling in the world may be
stated less baldly. Sir Rufus Isaacs did not achieve his
forensic success by any extraordinary gifts of eloquence.
He has not had at his command the polished rhetoric of a
Coleridge or the passionate oratory of a Russell. Not that
he lacks the gift of impressive speech. Lord Bowen once
described Russell as an " elemental force," and there have
been occasions calling for some passionate note on which the
phrase might not inaptly have been applied to Sir Rufus
Isaacs As a speaker, however, he has, except on very rare